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i. Dr. Melmth Brandt was offered the position of Lord layor of Berlin by
. Colonal 5'avin around 26 November 1942. A fow days later Brandt was
alm& %0 go to Babelshurs by V.S. Semeonov, adviser on Politieal Affairs
to arshal Sokolovskl.

2. Semeonov told Brandt that he wms in total disapgreement with Colonel Tyul-
panov and the Soviet Army's handling of the Borlin situation, i.e., the
ectablishnent of a rump Masistraté At best the Magistrat would not last
lonner than nine ronths and, in its present form, co-ld in no way claim

popular representation.

3. In Sereonov's 'prds, he did not want Brendt to accept the office nor have
any COU personrel be menbera of the laglstrat if they are intended for
later use, since association with the 'lagiatrat would be tantaronnt te
political death.

.

4. Sereonov streased the nistaken paycholozy of the army's handling of the
situation. The army still did not face the faet that the SiD and the Rus-
sians are unrorular. Sameonov is of the opinion that sponsorship o the
SED sho-ld be droppe?! and that the bourgeols parties should be permitted

25X1A6a to take over rublic offices. This is the last hope for the Russians to

in pomularity.
25X1A2g min popilarity

1 Semeonov's attitude nay reflsct the vaguely expressed
opinion of lolotov as reported in
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